PERFORMANCE EXHAUST SYSTEMS   by Steve Schaeffer.  
Steve is an A.S.E. certified technician and president of Lancaster Auto Recycling.
We recently purchased and installed 3 aftermarket exhaust systems.  Two were from Pypes, www.pypesexhaust.com. 800-421-3890. The other one was from Flowmaster www.flowmaster.com. 800-544-4761.

  All three systems were manufactured out of 409 stainless steel.  They come complete with all hangers, clamps, your choice of mufflers and stainless steel extensions.  The fit and function are terrific.
  They offer a substantial horsepower increase over muffler shop or factory systems.  All the bends are mandrel-bent.  On a 2.5 inch system, the pipes maintain the 2.5 inch dia. through out the system. 

  On my restored 66 GTO the original system was done by a local muffler shop.  When I measured the pipes I realized that they had only used 2 inch pipe.  At every bend, and there are 3 on each side before the mufflers, the pipe necks down to just 1.75 inches.  It is no wonder that this car doesn’t perform up to my expectations.  
  On a chassis dyno a 67 GTO with a typical muffler shop exhaust system made 269.9 horsepower at the rear wheels.  The same 67 GTO with the Pypes exhaust system made 309.8 horsepower at the rear wheels. This is a gain of almost 40 horsepower.  This is a lot of bang for your buck.

  On a 69 GTO Ram Air III car we installed the Pypes system with the x pipe.  The x pipe is supposed to add even more horsepower.  The system was A VERY EASY INSTALL. We actually followed the directions. You work from the back of the car to the front.  We used Pypes Street Pro mufflers for that perfect blend of sound and performance.
  The Flowmaster cat back system went on a brand x Hemi car.  We installed the system in less than an hour.  Everything lined up perfectly.  The Flowmaster system has a mild rumble when you stand behind the car.  At cruise there is no engine sound in the car.  It is factory quiet.  However when you nail the throttle there is a mildly aggressive tone, just enough to let you know this isn’t a V6 commuter car.  One spectator observed that it sounds like its half brother, the AMG Mercedes.
  All the aftermarket exhaust companies offer different levels of mufflers.  We left the race pro and violator mufflers for the kids.  I like a nice rumble at idle and a smooth authoritative tone on acceleration.  

  I cannot wait for clean dry streets and the summer cruising season.

  PS. You need to go on Pypes web site on look at the chassis dyno results. They are very impressive.
