
Is it really winter?  Sure, we’ve 
had a few cold days and a little 
bit of snow, but we had a 70 
degree day in January.  If you 
are like me, you are expecting 
to have to pay for that relatively 
good weather in February or 
March.  I certainly hope not, 
but we are in Ohio after all and 
even Mother Nature doesn’t 
know what to do with us some-
times! 

In month’s edition, I hope you 
enjoy the piece from Steve 
Schaeffer.  I certainly did and 
with visions of spring and sum-
mer car shows in our head, it’s 
nice to be able to keep the con-
tent fresh in the Paw Prints.  
Many thanks Steve for keeping 
the information flowing!  If you 
would like to contribute a piece 

to the Paw Prints, just let me 
know and send it to me.  I can 
help with the idea and even the 
text or wording.  Pictures are 
always great with a piece.  A 
good example would be a Mem-
ber Spotlight.  I haven’t had 
one of those in quite sometime.  
Tell us about your first GTO, 
about how you got draw into 
classic or muscle cars. 

Don’t forget about the Who’s 
Working on What section.  Let 
me know how your project is 
going.  What part you are 
working on or if you’ve just 
finished a part or all of it. 

We are still looking for volun-
teer help for our annual Swap 
Meet on March 8, 2020.  Please 
contact Rob Wilson if you can 
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help or come to the February 
meeting to sign up! 

Lastly, don’t forget to the club 
Holiday Party is February 29, 
2020 at the McLaughlin’s.  
Please RSVP to Lonnie (see the 
page on the party inside for 
details). 

I hope to see many of you at the 
February Meeting, the Holiday 
Party or the swap meet.  The 
club is so much more fun when 
you are involved!  So get in-
volved! 

Until the I see you again, have 
fun, stay safe! 

—Kevin 
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The first month of 2020 is almost over.  How are you doing on your winter list of car projects?  I know mine 
are lagging but our club activities are moving along just fine. 

Our Holiday party is going to happen on February 29 and the swap meet is going to happen on March 8.  
We are working on the spring cruise and Ron Cozzo already has the flyer for our Indian Uprising out for 
comment.  Our GTOAA annual report has been filed and I have the information together for our state and 
federal filings.  Our only hole is that we need a chairman for the Battle of the Brands show.  You can see 
our club calendar with all our events and event locations on GTOACO.com.  I try to keep this calendar up 
to date with correct locations and times.  One feature is the calendar is linked to Google Maps so that you 
can also get directions to the venue. 

The Battle of the Brands is one of our major events for the year and a significant source of revenue for the 
club.  We have plenty of members willing to do the work but so far no one has stepped up to take the lead 
role.  Brian D ’ Amico worked for several years to establish this show on the local calendar; it would truly 
be a shame to let it drop.  Hopefully someone will step up soon so that we can continue this event. 

I heard from several people that there is a concern about the personal liability associated with taking a 
leadership role in club activities.  This month we completed procurement of Officers and Directors insur-
ance.  We were able to find a policy through JC Taylor, our general liability insurance provider thanks to 
GTOAA. The policy provides normal coverages plus covers members and volunteers at club functions and 
provides some additional protection for our event vendors.  The policy also has fewer exclusions than 
some of the other policies.  This was the last item on my list of actions to protect club members from per-
sonal liability.  There are always things we could do to hone some fine points but the club and its members 
are well covered.  I am always open to improving the situation if someone finds an area we missed. 

All that business aside, it seems like GTOs sold well at the auctions.  I have always thought that GTOs 
were better sold at Mecum than Barrett-Jackson, but this year Barrett-Jackson seemed to hold up well.  
We also know of several GTOs that started the restoration process during the last quarter of 2019.  A cou-
ple of the restoration shops that I follow are doing good business with frame on repairs and upgrades.  It 
seems the hobby is still alive and well.  We should all be looking forward to the upcoming season. 

The next club meeting is at the Hickory House in Gahanna on February 12.  The focus of this meeting is 
on swap meet planning and the holiday party.   I ’ ll be in Florida so Brad has the meeting. As always bring 
your ideas on things we should be doing as a club. 

 

Stan Farlow     

614-230-4529  
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The predecessor to our beloved ’64 to ’72 GM A 
body, Tempest, LeMans, GTO, was the GM Y 
body. 

Pontiac’s version of the Y body was the ’61 to ’63 
Tempest and Lemans. The engineering on this car 
was way ahead of it’s time. In the front, the suspen-
sion and engine was bolted to a cross member that 
then was bolted into the unibody. In the rear there 
was a transaxle that bolted to a cross member and 
then to the unibody. The engine in the front was 
connected to the transaxle in the rear by a torque 
tube which contained the driveshaft. The standard 
shift flywheel, clutch, and bellhousing was bolted to 
the rear of the engine. 

If all this sounds familiar to you, look at a C5, C6, 
or C7 Corvette from 1997 thru 2019. It is all the 
same design. When Motor Trend made the ’61 
Tempest its “ Car of the Year” who knew how ad-
vanced the design was at the time. 

Like the Corvette the idea was to have a 50/50 
weight distribution. Also even after Pontiac offered 
the 326 V-8 in the car in 1963 it was still several 
hundred pounds lighter than a ’64 GTO. 

In 1963 Pontiac built 6 coupes and 6 station wagons 
with the superior dual quad 421 Super Duty race 
engine to run in the factory experimental class, A/
FX. These cars had a 4 speed automatic transaxle. 
The cars really flew and today the few remaining 
Super Duty cars have a value in the 6 figures. 

Today you always see a few ’63 Tempests with 
monster Pontiac V-8’s and converted to convention-
al rear ends running a good 3 seconds faster than the 
original Super Duty cars at any major Pontiac event. 

The Pontiac design had a few flaws. The 4 cylinder 
engine was the right bank of a 389 V-8. This was in 
the days before 4 cylinder engines incorporated a 
balance shaft, so the engine vibrated at idle. 

The transaxle design was shared with the Corvair 
and had swing axles rather than universal joints at 
each end. When Pontiac came out with the 326 V-8 
in 1963 it was only offered with the 3 speed stand-
ard shift transmission or the Powerglide automatic. 
The Corvair based 4 speed transmission just didn’t 
have enough torque capacity. 

 

Little Indian by Steve Schaeffer 
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I have a friend with a very unique version of this 
car. The original 4 cylinder block is bored .060 
oversize and uses Pontiac 400 pistons. The cylin-
der head is a big valve, high compression unit 
from a GTO. It has the 2.11 intake valves and 1.77 
exhaust valves. The intake manifold is a modified 
Edelbrock torquer with an Edelbrock 500 cfm 
carb. Exhaust is thru a Dougs header and it has a 
custom ground camshaft. 

I got involved when the 4 speed manual transaxle 
gave up the ghost. Little did I know that the ’63 
Tempest 4 speed transaxle had a one year only 
cluster gear and we couldn’t locate one.  

To make a long story short, the owner found a 
shop that could rebuild the manual transaxle using 
a Corvair gear set. The 4 cylinder 4 barrel carb 
Tempest engine was advertised as having 217 foot 
pounds of torque. The turbo charged Corvair in 
1963 was advertised as having 210 foot pounds of 
torque. We don’t know how much the modified 
Tempest 4 cylinder engine makes but we hope the 
gear set is over engineered. 

The attached pictures show the 4 speed transmis-
sion before we bolted it up to the balance of the 
transaxle. Also you can see the transaxle and the 
torque tube and driveshaft before we put it togeth-
er.  

This was the first time I ever wrenched on one of 
these cars. The magazines always called it as hav-
ing a “rope” driveshaft but really it is a steel shaft 
that works like a torsion bar. 

Little Indian by Steve Schaeffer 
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Tiger Bites! - Noteworthy News Bites 

¨ No new members 

Who’s Working on What 

¨ No New Members this month 

¨ The 2020 club holiday party will be Saturday, February 29, 2020 at the McLaughlin’s. See the next 

page for more details and don’t forget to RSVP! 

¨ Our annual donation to Ohio Prevent Blindness will be presented at the holiday party! 

¨ The club’s 2020 All Pontiac Swap Meet is March 8, 2020.  Volunteers are needed for both set up 

night, March 7 and the day of the swap.  Come to the meetings to volunteer and/or contact Rob 

Wilson at ro.wilson@att.net if you can help! 

¨ If you need to renew or are thinking of renewing your GTOAA membership, please do so to ensure 

our club remains a valid GTOAA chapter.  There is an is an application in your Paw Prints below and 

the GTOAA can now take membership applications on line.  Please let a club officer know when you 

join and provide your member number in order to keep our roster updated! 

 

¨ Ron Cozzo continues to put his 66 LeMans together  

¨ Send me what your are working on and I will put it here!  (krusso_sp@hotmail.com) 
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When: Saturday February 29, 2020 6pm 

Where: Lonnie and Lynn  McLaughlin  @ 5808 Tarton Circle North Dublin, OH 43017 

What you need to do: RSVP to Lonnie at londart@aol.com or 614-327-8885.   

Bring a chair and, if you like, a dessert (but not required)! 
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The meeting was called to order by Vice President Brad Blackburn   

In attendance were members Rob Wilson, Brad Blackburn, Lonnie McLaughlin, Max Trier, Steve 
Schaeffer, Stephen Leonard, Brent Barnham, Jeff Frazier, Bill Sigg, Jim Lowry, Richard Whaley, Keith 
& Connie Stevens, Scott Stalnaker, Lance Hudnell, Ron Cozzo and Kevin Russo.  

Treasurer’s report – Was presented by club treasurer Lonnie McLaughlin. Sponsor check from Dan 
Gregory, DJ Parts for dash plaques was given for our show The Indian Uprising. Motion to accept the 
report from Ron Cozzo, Max Trier 2nd.     

Holiday Party – Lonnie & Lynn McLaughlin have again offered to host our Holiday Party 
at their home. It will be on February 29th at 6:00 pm. Please bring your own chairs if you 
have them since depending on the turnout there may not be enough. As in years past we are 
making our donation to the charity Prevent Blindness at the party. Please RSVP to Lonnie as 
we need a count for who’s attending.  

Swap Meet – Rob reported that everything is in place for our 2020 swap meet on March 8th. 
Venders  have called from within Ohio as well as Michigan and Illinois hoping to reserve 
spaces since we sold out last year. Volunteers are needed to assist in laying out the swap 
meet spots at the Franklin County Fairgrounds 6:00 pm Saturday March 7th with pizza pro-
vided afterwards. We also need volunteers during the show like the ones that continue to 
make our swap meet possible over the years. Vender setup starts at 7:00 the show ends at 
2:00. Volunteers needed for admission set up, vender exit, T-shirt table set up, tear down and 
sales, three people are needed for vender direction. We also need volunteers during the show 
like the ones that continue to make our swap meet possible. Vender setup starts at 7:00 the 
show ends at 2:00. Please contact Rob to volunteer.  

Our food vender is again Denise Rhodes who will be arriving early enough to serve those 
setting up the swap as well as attendees throughout the day.  

Open Discussion – A discussion for our Spring Cruise to The Wilds in Muskingum County was brought 
up with dates to be determined at a later date. Ron Cozzo passed out a proof copy for our 36th Annual 
Indian Uprising car show on September 6th 2020. Changes to it were suggested for the final copy. Rob 
Wilson displayed the finished club work shirts and took orders for six of them. If you would like one for 
yourself contact Rob for information on how to order them.  

Next Monthly meeting – February  8th at the Hickory House in Gahanna. Please contact any of the of-
ficers if you have a suggestion for a different location.   

Motion for adjournment- Kevin Russo, 2nd Brent Barnham 

Submitted by Rob Wilson, Secretary 

 

 

 

ATT: MEMBERS!!!!  Please get your dues to Lonnie McLaughlin at 5808 Tarton Circle North Dublin, OH 43017!! 

Meeting Minutes January 8, 2020 

Meetings 

held the 2nd 

Wednesday 

each month 

ALL DUES FOR ALL MEMBWERS ARE DUE BY JANUARY 15, 2020.  Dues 
for 2020 are $20 ($30 for postal mailed newsletter delivery) 
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· Treasurer’s Report - Lonnie McLaughlin 

· Holiday Party February 29 at Lonnie’s house.  Did you RSVP? 

· 2019 All Pontiac swap meet on March 8 at Franklin County Fairgrounds 

· Set-up and Work Schedule  

· Coffee and Donuts, Water 

· Battle of the Brands 

· We need a Chairman, Currently no Date or Location 

· Spring Cruise is Scheduled for April 25.  Stan is working on obtaining dis-

count coupons.  If we go as a group we will have to register and pay in ad-

vance. 

· The club calendar on the web site is updated for all 2020 activities. Com-

ments are encouraged. 

· Annual Dues were due in January , The roster purge will happen in April. 

· Next Meeting will be at the Hickory House 

· Open Discussion 

· Motion for Adjournment 
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Calendar of Events 
February 12, 2020 Regular Club Meeting 7pm  @  Hickory House 550 Officenter Pl, Gahanna, OH 43230 .  

RSVP to Stan Farlow at skfarlow@aol.com if you plan to come.  Dinner will be at 5:15pm be-
fore the meeting in the same room. 

February 14, 2020 Happy Valentine’s Day! 

February 17, 2020 President’s Day 

February 29, 2020 Club Holiday Party 6pm @ The McLaughlin’s 5808 Tarton Circle North Dublin, OH 43017 
 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 

Club Meeting 

7pm@ Hickory 

House 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Club Holiday  

Party!!  6pm @ the 

McLaughlin’s 

FEBRUARY 2020 
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For Sale 

 

 

¨ DJ GTO Parts!  Now your one stop shopping place for used and NEW GTO parts.  If you know the part number, great, otherwise 

just let them know what it is you need!  See Dan Gregory Jr. (or call 614-563-0877 or email info@djgtoparts.com) for more infor-

mation and options for taking delivery of your parts or visit their website at http://djgtoparts.com/.  GTOACO members receive a dis-

count! 

 
 

 

 

 

¨ For Sale—400 Pontiac motor. New build about 500 mi. Comp Cam and accessories, aluminum .intake, water pump and valve 
covers asking $1500.00 Harry Mullins 614 795 2310 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send in your items for sale to your Paw Prints Newsletter Editor (pictures welcome).   

Remember, ads are FREE to GTOACO Members! 
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GTOAA Information 

Your chapter is an affiliated chapter with the GTO Association of America.  You 

can join the National GTO organization, the GTOAA & receive the Golden 

Quill Award Winning publication, The Legend. 

To Join complete the form  below and mail in, or join online at www.gtoaa.org 
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Social Media Coordinator 
Ron Cozzo 

1710 Buttermilk Hill Rd 

Delaware, OH 43015 

740-777-1135 

rcozzo@earthlink.net 

Board of Directors 
Kevin A. Russo 
3175 Arctic Ave. 
Lewis Center, OH 43035 
740-549-2279 
krusso_sp@hotmail.com 

Brent Barham 
218 Spring Hollow Lane 
Westerville, OH 43081 
614-895-8730 
bbarham@redbuilt.com 

Jim Lowry 
2667 St. Patrick Rd. 
Columbus, OH 43204 
614-274-0402 
JL65Goat@aol.com  

Max Treier 
711 N. 13th St. 
Cambridge, OH 43725 
740-439-4801 
maxwt62@roadrunner.com  

 

 

 

 

President 
Stan Farlow 

1810 Uppervalley Dr. 

West Jefferson, OH 43162 

614-879-9923 

skfarlow@aol.com  

Vice President 
Brad Blackburn 

3866 Riverview Dr  

Columbus, OH 43221 

937-478-0476  

bradblackburn@dsa-rep.com 

 

Treasurer 

Lonnie McLaughlin 

5808 Tarton Circle North 

Dublin, OH 43017 

614-327-8885 

londart@aol.com 

Secretary 
Rob Wilson 

P.O. Box 360  

Lithopolis , OH 43136 

614-519-1019 

ro.wilson@att.net 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Kevin A. Russo 
3175 Arctic Ave. 
Lewis Center, OH 43045 
740-549-2279 
krusso_sp@hotmail.com 

 

Web Master 
Austin Cozzo 
1710 Buttermilk Hill Rd. 
Delaware, OH 43015 
740-777-1135 
acozzo@earthlink.net 

 

GTOACO Club Officers 
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Inskeep Brothers Printing 
Jeffrey K Inskeep 
3152 E Dublin-Granville Rd 
Columbus, OH 43231 
614-898-6620 
4print@inskeepbrothers.com 
http://www.inskeepbrothers.com/ 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

550 Officenter Pl, Gahanna, OH 43230  
(614) 428-7427  

http://thehickoryhouse.com/gahanna-steakhouse/  

 

GTOACO Sponsors 

 

 

 

DJ GTO Parts, Inc. 
Rust Free Parts & Cars Bought & Sold 
Dan Gregory, II 
11283 Main St 
Stoutsville, OH 43154 
740-474-4614 
info@djgtoparts.com  
http://djgtoparts.com/ 

 

 

 
 
Capital City Appliance Service 
Jerry Brownfield 
2830-D Fisher Rd 
Columbus, OH 43204 
614-308-9028 
ccas2830@aol.com 
http://www.capitalcityapplianceservice.com/ 


